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Typical Questions

• Why do carbon capture?

• Won’t EOR increase CO2 emissions since it 
produces more oil?

• Isn’t carbon capture expensive, and if so, how 
can it scale up in time to prevent climate 
change?
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Clean Air Task Force (CATF)
CATF’s goal is to help decarbonize the global energy system by bringing zero 
carbon technologies to market and making them affordable for all countries. 

We work to accomplish this goal through:
• Policy 
• Commercial activity 
• Research
• Investment

Founded in 1996

$5- $7 million per year budget supports about 20 professionals. Funding comes 
from private foundations, individual donors.  We do not accept money from 
industry.  

CATF has been active in the founding of the National EOR Initiative.  We work 
on a bipartisan basis to promote carbon capture.
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Carbon Capture is Essential
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United States- 5,258 Mt

Carbon Capture 
works on both 
the industrial 
and power 
sectors which 
together account 
for 54% of US 
CO2 emissions.



Industrial Emissions
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World- 35,849 Mt

If China’s industrial 
emissions were a country, 
they would rank 3rd in the 
world. 

U.S. industrial emissions 
would rank 6th.



Industrial Emissions (continued)
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Source: Peter Psarras, “Potential from Irreplaceable Industrial Sources” Stanford School of Earth, Energy and Environmental Sciences.

Emissions often a byproduct of reaction



Significant Climate Benefit to CO2-EOR
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0.51 tons of CO2

Conventional oil production emits 
0.51 tons of CO2 per barrel

Enhanced Oil Recovery emits 0.54 
tons per barrel. But, it also stores 0.30 

metric tons of CO2 underground. 
Thus, net emissions are 0.24 tons per 

barrel.

CO2
injection

0.3 tons of CO2 stored

0.24 tons of CO2

EOR reduces the CO2 emissions of a barrel of oil by about 37%

Market Forces
Adding .08 tons of CO2 to account for 
price impacts on oil demand yields 
.32 tons of CO2 per barrel of EOR oil, 
or 37% less than conventional oil 
production.



Proposed Improvements to CO2
Injection Tax Credits (45Q)

• Will drive significant increase in EOR in the 
United States.

• Will make deep carbon dioxide reductions.
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